In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. The
Word was with God in the beginning. All things
were created by him, and apart from him not
one thing was created that has been
created. In him was life, and that life was the
light of men. And the light shines in the
darkness, but the darkness has not overcome
it…. Now the Word became flesh and pitched
his tent amongst us. We saw his glory – the
glory of the one and only, full of grace and
truth, who came from the Father.
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John 1:1–5 & 14

SEPARATION

POPULATION

Day 1: Light from
darkness

Day 4: Sun and
moon

Day 2: Waters
above from below

Day 5: Fish and
birds

Day 3: Water from
land

Day 6: Animals
and people
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MOTIF

THEME

Day 1: Light

Day 4:
Judgment

Day 2: Water

Day 3: Bread

Day 5: Water
dwellers
Day 6: Image of
God
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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He is the image of the invisible
God, firstborn over all
creation, for all things in
heaven and on earth were
created in him… all things
were created through him
and for him.
Colossians 1:16
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“I will put enmity
between you and
the woman, and
between your
seed (ֶ[ ַ ז רzera])
and her seed. He
shall bruise you on
the head and you
shall bruise him on
the heel.”
Gen 3:15
4

Just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the desert, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, so
that everyone who believes in
him may have eternal life.
John 3:14
5

“Look, my servant will succeed! He will be
elevated, lifted high and greatly
exalted…” – Isa 52:13
Kings will be shocked by his exaltation –
Isa 52:15
When was the Lord’s power revealed
through him? – Isa 53:1
We thought he was being punished,
attacked by God… - Isa 53:4
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He will lift a signal flag for the nations…
– Isa 11:12
All you who live in the world, who reside
on the earth, you will see a signal flag
raised on the mountains – Isa 18:3
Lift a signal flag for the nations! Look,
the LORD announces to the entire earth:
“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘Look, your
deliverer comes!’” – Isa 62:10-11
7

And I, when I am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all people
to myself. – John 12:32
He lifts a signal flag for a distant
nation, and hisses (ַָ ר ר
[sharaq]) for it to come from the
far regions of the earth. – Isa
5:26
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

For new creation motifs through John see Jeannine Brown, “Creation’s Renewal in the Gospel of John” in The
Catholic Bible Quarterly 72.2, 277.
For other examples of beasts originating from below see Dan 7:3; Rev 13:1.
See for instance John Marsh, Saint John, 65.
For a rough idea of the development of the notion of Satan through Jewish literature see DS Russell, The Method
and Message of Jewish Apocalyptic, 236–8. Satan begins as God’s tester of humankind (eg. Job 1; Psa 89:7),
becomes a title or signifier of those who oppose God by the intertestamental period (eg. 1 Enoch 53:3, 54:6, 69:4–
12), and is first identified with the Eden serpent in this period (eg. Wisdom 2:24; The Life of Adam and Eve 12–17).
For references relating to Messianic expectation of a fulfilment of Gen 3:15 consider Num 24:17;1 Sam 17:49 (the
seed of the woman [David] kills the seed of the serpent [Goliath] by striking his head); Jer 23 & 30; Hab 3:13
(which includes an allusion to laying bare ()עָ ָרה, a possible reference to the ‘naked’ ( )עָ רֹום/ ‘crafty’ ( )עָ רּוםmotif of
Gen 2:25–3:1); Psa 110 (which Jesus himself references in Mark 12:35–37 & Matt 22:43–45).
For the other ‘lifted up’ sayings in John see 8:28 & 12:32. See Richard Bauckham, Jesus and the God of Israel, 48.
For more on ‘lifted up’ as crucifixion language see Acts 5:31 & Phil 2:9 – both descriptions of Jesus’ exaltation
directly follow verses about his death on the cross. See Barnabas Lindars, The Gospel of John, 156–7; J Ramsey
Michaels, The Gospel of John, 197.
For the ‘suffering Son of Man’ passages in the other Gospels see Matt 17:22–23; 20:18–19; Mark 8:31; 9:31;
10:33–34; Luke 9:22; 9:44; 18:31–33. See also Richard Bauckham, Jesus and the God of Israel, 47–8.
For the signal flag or standard motif in Isaiah see T.F. Glasson, Moses and the Fourth Gospel, 36.
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